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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of December Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 9th December 2015 at 4.00 p.m.

_______________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, John Duffy, 




Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey 




Gerard Farrell,  Padraig Loughrey Luie McEntire, 




Martin 
Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole,  




P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Mae Sexton.




IN ATTENDANCE:    
Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.        




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.




Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Ms. Clare Bannon, Regeneration Officer.





Ms. Mary Carleton Reynolds, County Librarian.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th November 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 14th October 2015 were noted.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim was received during November 2015.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE & EMERGENCY SERVICES. 
Recent Flooding.
Cleaning of Drains.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government requesting that an incentive be given to farmers to clear drains on their lands and also that the Rynn and Blackwater Joint Drainage Committee be re-established.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that the Minister for Agriculture be requested to suspend all farm inspections during the current weather crisis.

Councillor J. Browne proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the flooding of the River Camlin receive attention.
The Cathaoirleach and members acknowledged the excellent work carried out by the Civil Defence at the Mall complex during the recent flooding and also the work undertaken by the Council roads staff. 
Deputation to the Transport Infrastructure Ireland.
Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that Transport Infrastructure Ireland will meet a deputation from Longford County Council on the 18th December.
A briefing session to consider the Agenda for the meeting will be held on the 16th December.

It was agreed that the following Councillors will attend the meeting with TII  -

Councillors -
G. Warnock, P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, S. Butler, P. Ross, J. Browne, P. Brady and M. Casey.

Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor  C. Murray  - 

“That Longford County Council writes to Minister Simon Harris calling on him to 
revise the economic criteria to include all property, including public buildings, utilities and all agricultural assets on an equal basis to domestic and commercial buildings under the current National CFRAM programme”

Councillor Butler referred to the public consultation meeting held on the 

18th November which was organised by Jacobs Engineering Ireland, on behalf of the OPW, who are currently developing Preliminary Flood Risk Management Options.
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Harris outlining the details of Councillor Butler’s request.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE, 

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Presentation on Longford Community Tourism.
Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, gave a presentation to the meeting on Longford Community Tourism Initiatives and Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer updated the members regarding the Regeneration Programme.  With regard to Connolly Barracks, work is currently focussed on progressing the use of money received as part of the REDZ Scheme.  
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the presentation on Longford Community Tourism be made at the Dublin, London and New York Annual Association events in 2016.  It was further agreed that the presentation be given to the Midlands East Regional Tourism.

Councillor M. Carrigy asked that each Municipal District continue to contribute 
€12,500 towards the tourism budget for 2016.

Presentation by the Regeneration Team, 1916 Coordinator and Longford College of Further Education on the Stalled Spaces Initiative.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Clare Bannon, Mary Carleton Reynolds, Geraldine Hayes and the students from Longford College of Further Education.

A very comprehensive presentation was given to the members regarding the proposed Water Street 1916 Commemorative Garden, which is part of the Stalled Spaces Initiative  - a mechanism to support communities to bring stalled spaces or derelict and vacant land back into use.  
The Cathaoirleach and members complimented the group and wished them well in their endeavours.

The Cathaoirleach and members congratulated the team responsible for the successful URBACT MAPS project funding submission.

Recommendation from Ballymahon, Granard and Longford Municipal District Committees –

“That the Regeneration Officer should investigate the Purple Flag Award 


  Scheme which aims to raise the standard and broaden the appeal of town and 

  city centres in the evenings and at night”
This recommendation received the full support of the Council.  Contact will be made with Longford Chamber of Commerce to progress this initiative.
Viewmount House.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a letter be forwarded to James and Beryl Kearney congratulating them on Viewmount House being awarded Bluebook Status.
Greville Arms Hotel, Granard.

Councillor P.J. Reilly wished every success to the new owners of the Greville Arms Hotel in Granard.

GENERAL.
Item submitted by Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.
Consideration by the members of a date for a Special Meeting to discuss the findings of the recent SIPO Report following formal request to the Cathaoirleach by the eight members of the Fine Gael Grouping. Cathaoirleach proposes this Special Meeting to be held In Committee.
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a Special “In Committee” meeting of Longford County Council be held on Wednesday, 16th December 2015 at 7.00 p.m. to consider the findings of the recent SIPO Report.

Councillor M. Sexton stated that she is not in agreement with the special  meeting on the 16th December being held “in committee”.

Motte in Granard.

Ms. B. Heslin referred to correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht regarding the Motte in Granard.  The correspondence to be forwarded to the members.
Correspondence – circulated.
Correspondence dated 4th November 2015 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment regarding the proposed merger of Cork City and County Councils was noted.

Correspondence dated 11th November 2015 received from the Department of Social 
Protection regarding the reversal of cuts to CE Schemes Training & Material Budget 

was noted.

Notice of Motion.

“Zero Hour Contracts”.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton  -
“I propose that we write to the Minister for Business & Employment, Ged Nash, to review the legislation (or lack of) surrounding “Zero Hour Contracts”  to provide for, in specific cases,  a minimum working block of 6 hours per day. 
Such cases should include businesses that continue to operate outside of normal day time working hours (8.00am – 6.00pm). The current lack of specific regulation is creating the possibility for the exploitation of 
employees because of the great uncertainty surrounding their conditions of 
employment. 
This can be detrimental for work/life balance, in particular 
instances where this uncertainty impairs childcare responsibilities”

It was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Nash.
Retirement of Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.
The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that he has received notification from Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, that it is his intention to retire on the 6th March 2016.

The Cathaoirleach and members present wished Tim well in his retirement and spoke regarding his achievements during his term as County Manager/Chief Executive.  Particular reference was made to Center Parcs locating in Ballymahon and also the Regeneration Project.

Tim thanked the members for their sentiments and spoke warmly regarding his ten years in Longford County Council working alongside the elected members and staff for the betterment of the County.

Reception.
Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a reception be held to honour Edgworthstown Development Association who were awarded the Special Pride of Place Award and Ballymahon-Forgney Community Games who won the National Overall Area Award at the National Community Games Gala Awards.
TRAINING -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
13th January 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.

PAGE  
6

